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SDGs: transformative, integrated & universal  
 
Integrated: the three inter-linked dimensions of sustainable 
development (economic, social and environment) setting global 
priorities 
 
Universal: applicable to all countries with commitments 
(aspirations) corresponding to their level of development 
 
Tranformative: facilitating a fundamental change in the way 
economies and societies interact with each other and with the 
natural environment: sustainable development in all its 
dimensions 
 
 

 

SDGS and the Post 2015 
Development Agenda (P2015DA) 



 

The SDGs are a call for fundamental changes in all 
countries (not a development cooperation agenda). 
 
The locus of monitoring is shared between the global 
and the national domains 
 
Too early to tell, but in the ideal case national SDG 
monitoring should be subsumed in the monitoring of 
national development plans  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The SDGs are not the MDGs+ 



The SDGs, as proposed, underscore policy  coherence 
 
A transformative agenda means: 

Attending the infringement of environmental boundaries. 
Enhancing social inclusion, eradicating poverty, and decreasing 

inequality  
Timely decarbonizing our economies and societies 

 
A transformative agenda calls for coherence in  

choosing between trade-offs and  
exploiting synergies, at national, regional and international levels 

 
The very notion of sustainability implies, of course, facing the fundamental 
trade-off between current and future generations.  
 
Technology is key but will not spare from having to decide among 
alternative policies, each with its own trade-offs 
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Policy integration & Post 2015 UN development agenda 



SDGs in national policy frameworks 

 

Two challenges for an integrated approach to development: 
– Consistency across multiple objectives: identify trade-offs and 

synergies in policy design 

– Improved coordination across ministries 

 
 

Policy coherence requires strengthened and integrated national 
institutions as well as good governance 

(professional civil service, effective regulatory systems, sounds systems of 
accountability for results) 

 



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

ECONOMY       
Economy-wide Model 

Macro, Sectors, Energy, 
Natural Resources 

ENERGY                    
Dynamic Systems Model  

Energy Systems 
Optimization 

TOOLS:    SUPPORTING ANALYTICAL CAPACITY FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Current 

Not So 
Far 

Future 

ECONOMY - SOCIAL             
Economy-wide Model   

Adding Health, 
Education, Sanitation 

 

SYSTEMS platform 

Climate, Land, Water, 
Energy, Economy 
(CLEWS, NEXUS) 



INSTITUTIONS 
FOR 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT  
                      
THE 
ANALYTICAL 
TEAM 
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BUILDING ANALYTICAL CAPACITY FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

Where? 

Three pilot countries: Bolivia, Nicaragua, Uganda 

And extending to: Costa Rica, Ethiopia, The Philippines 

How? 

Take the national development plans (NDPs) as the starting point 
and look to SDGs for inspiration 

Take the SDGs as starting point and compare to NDPs 

Since most NDPs already include the three pillars of sustainable 
development, is more reasonable to start from NDPs 

National – Global interactions? 

Countries might use national grounded and coherent findings to 
inform global debates, monitoring and evaluation of SDGs  



MODELLING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
POLICIES 

• Energy ministries wonder whether energy plans will deliver 
affordable energy, whereas economy ministries wonder 
whether the energy sector can match growth and structural 
transformation goals 

• Environment ministries wonder if the benefits of fast 
infrastructure building (including energy) justify costs to the 
environment (beyond impact analysis) 

• Large investment projects and rapid transformation 
generate adjustment costs that in turn call for 
complementary social policies  



MODELLING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
POLICIES 

• Most countries do not produce regular quantified energy 
outlooks 

• Most countries do not systematically address the economy-wide 
impacts of large investments, changes in the economic milieu, 
and tax reforms for sustainable development 

• Decisions about transforming the energy matrix, towards 
renewables, lack systemic assessment of costs, technological 
possibilities, and environmental risks including climate change 

• Several developing countries might inadequately consider 
nuclear energy, as it appears to come at no big initial cost 

• Hydro, often a major supplier of energy, is not comprehensively 
assessed, i.e. taking into account environment, social and 
political costs, and climate change risks   



THANKS 


